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THE DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS 

1st NOVEMBER 
 

Please send articles, photos and anything else that would work well in the newsletter 

to president@canberra.jetalumni.org by 1 November. Don’t forget to include 

“ Newsletter”  in the subject title. Yoroshiku ne!  

Minasan, yoroshiku onegaishimasu! 
I ’ m Lucy Shi el ds,  JETAA Pr esi dent  f or  2005- 06.  I ’ d l i ke t o t ake t hi s oppor t uni t y 
t o t hank Roder i ck and hi s commi t t ee f or  al l  t hei r  har d wor k over  t he l ast  year … 
and r ecogni se t he new commi t t ee ( i nt r oduced i n t he f ol l owi ng pages) .  
I ’ m ver y exci t ed about  t he pr ospect s f or  t he year  ahead—our  f i r s t  year  as JETAA 
Canber r a I nc!  I ncor por at i on means t hat  f or  t he f i r s t  t i me we ar e l i abl e onl y  
f or  t he amount  of  money hel d i n t he JETAA bank account ,  r at her  t han bei ng l i abl e 
as i ndi v i dual s.  That  means t hat  we can now par t i c i pat e under  our  own banner  i n 
communi t y event s such as t he Canber r a–Nar a Candl e Fest i val  and t he Mul t i cul t ur al  
Fest i val .  I  l ook f or war d t o seei ng ever yone out  i n f or ce t o suppor t  us at  our  
i naugur al  Candl e Fest i val  st al l  on 22 Oct ober !  
We have j ust  f ar ewel l ed t he 2005 cohor t  of  JETs.  I t t er ashai mase ever yone and 
I  hope you’ r e havi ng a wonder f ul  t i me!  Thi s year ’ s gr oup consi st ed of  10 ALTs 
and one CI R:  
 

Mi l ena              Mi e- ken 
Al exandr a & f ami l y  Gi f u- ken  
Ewan      Fukushi ma- ken 
Hel en                Fukuoka- ken 
Ri char d      Sai t ama- ken 
Evan      Ni i gat a- ken 
Samuel       Hokkai do 
Joanne      Kagawa- ken 
Ti mot hy      Hokkai do 
Andr ew ( CI R)     Oi t a- ken 
Mar k      somewher e i n Japan!  

  
Thanks t o al l  who wer e at  t he f ar ewel l  di nner  t o see t hese guys of f  and shar e 
t hei r  JET i nsi ght s.  A gr eat  ni ght  was had by al l —see t he pi cs l at er  i n t he 
newsl et t er !  
Pl ease keep i n t ouch t hr oughout  t he year —you can cont act  me or  any ot her  member  
of  t he commi t t ee v i a pr esi dent @canber r a. j et aacanber r a. or g 
 
Ja na,  
Lucy yor i  
CI R,  Kagawa- ken 2001–03 



SOCI AL COORDI NATOR – Chr i st i e Har vey 

I  f i r s t  v i s i t ed Japan on a 2- week school  
t r i p i n 1997 and r et ur ned as a JET i n 
Mi t ake- cho,  Gi f u- Ken i n 2003- 04.  I  was 
an ALT at  t hr ee j uni or  hi gh school s and 
f our  el ement ar y school s.  I  had a r eal l y  
r ewar di ng year ,  and as wel l  as get t i ng 
t o see heaps of  Japan.  I  al so l ear nt  t ea 
cer emony and i kebana wi t h a gr oup of  
l ocal  women.  
I ' m or i gi nal l y  f r om Mel bour ne and have 
been i n Canber r a s i nce Febr uar y.  I  now 
t each ESL at  t he Secondar y I nt r oduct or y 
Engl i sh Cent r e at  Di ckson Col l ege,  
whi ch i s  my absol ut e dr eam j ob.  I  pl an 
on st i ck i ng ar ound Canber r a f or  a whi l e 
but  def i ni t el y want  t o v i s i t  Japan agai n 
i n t he next  year  or  so.  Hope t o see you 
at  some of  our  event s t hi s year !  

TREASURER – Mur r ay Woodf or d 

I  was a JET f r om 1999–2002,  wor ki ng as 
an ALT i n Mur ot o- cho,  Kochi - ken.  I  t aught  
Engl i sh at  seven j uni or  hi gh school s and 
11 pr i mar y school s as wel l  as adul t  
conver sat i on c l asses and occasi onal  
hi gh school  and k i nder gar t en v i s i t s .  I  
al so hel ped out  t he i n t he Mur ot o 
Ci t y- Por t  Li ncol n Fr i endshi p Ci t y 
Commi t t ee act i ng as gui de/ i nt er pr et er  
and pr epar i ng Japanese st udent s and 
t hei r  chaper ones f or  homest ays i n 
Aust r al i a.  
Kochi  pr ovi ded some excel l ent  
oppor t uni t i es t o l ear n about  
t r adi t i onal  cul t ur e,  par t i c i pat e i n 
out door  act i v i t i es,  enj oy gr eat  onsens 
any many l ocal  f est i val s.  
I ’ m now wor ki ng at  t he Depar t ment  of  
Fi nance.  

 WEBMASTER – Tr acy Lam 
Li ke Jul i a,  I  wasn' t  on t he JET Pr ogr am 
ei t her . . . . moshiwakenai,  shitsurei,  
meiwakukakeshimasu,  et c,  et c. . .  I  guess 
I ' m a Monbusho Schol ar shi p al umni  ( ?) ,  
but  s i nce t her e' s no of f i c i al  MonbuAA,  
her e I  am! ! !  I ' m or i gi nal l y  f r om 
Sydney,  spent  seven year s i n Japan doi ng 
a coupl e of  degr ees and was most l y i n 
Kobe ( t he best  c i t y  i n Japan! ! ! )  and Tokyo 
( a nat i on unt o i t sel f ) .  I  got  
back i n Apr i l  2004 and moved t o Canber r a 
i n Oct ober .  I ' m now wor ki ng at  t he Embassy
as a br eak ( shhhh!) ,  and t o wor k out  what  
I ' m doi ng wi t h my l i f e! ! !  ( Seven year s i n 
Japan can r eal l y  di sor i ent ! )   
Hope t o meet  you al l  soon! !  

NEWSLETTER EDI TOR – Jul i a Mi nt y 

I ’ m new t o JETAA,  and act ual l y  haven’ t  
been on t he JET pr ogr am at  al l …but  I  
s t udi ed on exchange at  Hi t ot subashi  
Uni ver s i t y  i n 2002,  and went  back t o 
Japan ( j ust  f or  f un! )  i n 2003.  I ’ m 
headi ng back t o Japan i n August  f or  t he 
wor l d or i ent eer i ng champi onshi ps i n 
Ai chi - ken – not  compet i ng,  but  i n t he 
r ol e of  assi st ant  manager / t eam 
t r ansl at or .  
I ’ m a Canber r a gi r l ,  and am cur r ent l y  
wor ki ng at  t he Depar t ment  of  Fi nance.

ORI ENTATI ON COORDI NATOR – 

Jenny Fi el den 

I ’ m Canber r a bor n and br ed,  and now 
wor ki ng at  t he Depar t ment  of  
I mmi gr at i on…and don' t  
t al k t o me about  what ' s  i n t he medi a,  
I  don' t  want  t o know! !  
I  was a CI R i n 2000–02 i n 
Mi namat a- shi ,  Kumamot o- ken,  Kyushu 
( t hi nk mer cur y 
Poi soni ng…) .  I ’ m hopi ng t o go back t o 
Japan t o wor k l at er  t hi s year  -  so f ar  
i t ' s  a t r i p t o 
Eur ope i n August  wi t h a st op i n Japan 
on t he way home,  but  i f  al l  goes wel l  
wi t h j ob- hunt i ng,  t he st op may be f or  
a year  or  so!  

VI CE- PRESI DENT/ SECRETARY – 

Geor gi a Wemyss- Jul i an 

I  was a Ken- CI R/ Pr ef ect ur al  Advi sor ,  
t he onl y Engl i sh- speaki ng CI R i n my 
Pr ef ect ur e of  Saga ( j ust  bel ow Fukuoka)  
and was on t he Pr ogr am dur i ng 2002- 03
wi t h my husband Dani el  ( an ALT) .  
Ret ur ni ng t o Aust r al i a I  was i n Tr acy’ s 
shoes,  t he nat i onal  JET Pr ogr am 
Coor di nat or  at  t he Embassy of  Japan f or  
12 mont hs.  I  am now wor ki ng f or  t he 
Gover nor - Gener al  out  at  Gover nment  
House on t he beaut i f ul  shor es of  Lake 
Bur l ey Gr i f f i n.  The GG i s ni ce,  so i s  
Mr s Jef f er y,  but  t hey don' t  t ol er at e 
st uf f - ups 
( somet hi ng whi ch I  am exceedi ngl y good 
at ) .  I  got  t o meet  Pr i nce Char l es,  
Pr i nce Fr eder i ck and Pr i ncess Mar y,  and 
t he Sul t an of  Br unei  j ust  r ecent l y 
( yes,  I  shar ed t he same ai r  as t hem!  I  
wi l l  l et  you st and next  t o me and 
shake my hand. . . ) .  



 
The JETAA West er n Japan Chapt er  host ed 50 count r y and chapt er  r epr esent at i ves f r om 
ar ound t he wor l d at  t he 2005 JETAA I nt er nat i onal  ( JETAAI )  Conf er ence,  hel d on 11–15 
June i n Nagoya and Kobe.    
 
Thi s was t he l ast  I nt er nat i onal  Conf er ence f or  awhi l e—t he next  one i s schedul ed f or  
2010 i n Japan.  I n t he meanwhi l e,  JETAAI  Execut i ve Commi t t ee Meet i ngs ( at t ended by 
count r y r eps onl y)  wi l l  cont i nue t o be hel d annual l y ,  and chapt er s wi l l  be kept  i nf or med 
of  act i v i t i es t hr ough t hei r  count r y  r ep ( our s i s  Br endon Lut wyche,  f r om Queensl and) .
 
Much di scussi on was hel d on t he f ut ur e of  JETAA and on how t o pr omot e t he JETAAI  ‘ br and’ .  
Suggest i ons i ncl uded an annual  r epor t ,  an i nt er nat i onal  happi  coat  wi t h t he JETAAI  
sakura embl em on i t ,  a br ochur e and cer t i f i cat e f or  ex- JETs expl ai ni ng t he pr ogr am 
and our  mar ket abi l i t y  t o empl oyer s.  A f ocus of  t he conf er ence was t hat  Chapt er s wi l l  
have t o i ncr easi ngl y  sel f - f und,  so di scussi on al so cent r ed ar ound how t o make t he 
most  of  sponsor shi p.    
 
The devel opment  of  t he Cont ent  Management  Syst em ( CMS) —t he new i nt er nat i onal  member  
dat abase—has been of  concer n t o t he Canber r a Chapt er  and we wer e i ni t i al l y  opposed 
t o i t s  devel opment .  Devel opment  has pr oceeded,  al t hough t her e i s  not  yet  a t est  syst em 
r unni ng.  I  t ook t he oppor t uni t y t o r ei t er at e our  pr i vacy and secur i t y  concer ns about  
t he syst em and t he CMS Team i s bei ng ver y car ef ul  about  t he sensi t i ve nat ur e of  t he 
per sonal  i nf or mat i on t o be hel d on syst em.  Whi l e dat a wi l l  be i ni t i al l y  downl oaded 
f r om t he CLAI R dat abase of  past  JETs,  onl y your  name wi l l  be v i s i bl e t o ot her  user s.  
Member s wi l l  i ni t i al l y  be r egi st er ed as ‘ do not  cont act  me’ ,  and upon l oggi ng on you’ l l  
have t he opt i on t o change t hat  set t i ng t o r emai n i nvi s i bl e,  open cont act  t o speci f i c 
peopl e or  or gani sat i ons ( i e.  your  chapt er  Pr esi dent ! ) ,  or  ‘ onl y cont act  me t hr ough 
my Chapt er  r ep’ .  I ’ l l  keep you post ed of  devel opment s,  but  i n t he meant i me,  pl ease 
don’ t  hesi t at e t o get  i n t ouch wi t h me t o l et  me know of  any concer ns or  quer i es 
( pr esi dent @canber r a. j et al umni . or g) .  
 
I n c l osi ng,  i t  r eal l y  was a once i n a l i f et i me oppor t uni t y t o meet  l i ke- mi nded peopl e 
f r om ar ound t he wor l d and di scuss i deas f or  our  i ndi v i dual  Chapt er s and f or  t he f ut ur e 
di r ect i on of  JETAAI …not  t o ment i on v i s i t i ng t he Ai chi  Wor l d Expo!  Thanks JETAA Canber r a 
f or  t he oppor t uni t y!  
 
To v i ew conf er ence mat er i al  on t he JETAAI  websi t e go t o:  
ht t p: / / www. j et al umni . or g/ i ndex. php?opt i on=com_cont ent &t ask=vi ew&i d=38&I t emi d=2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nat sukashi i  f or  JET l i f e…i nt er nat i onal i zat i on 
act i v i t y  wi t h l ocal  hi gh school  k i ds and Kobe 
Ear t hquake Museum vol unt eer s 



  

The new JETs r ecent l y depar t ed f or  Japan.  Her e’ s a f ew wor ds f r om each of  t hem,  i ncl udi ng 
a “ depar t i ng quot e” .  
 
Ti m McI ner ny         Evan Ter r y- Whyt e 
…has never  l i ved i n Japan bef or e.    …had an al l - t oo- br i ef  hol i day   
He’ l l  be an ALT i n Sappor o,  Hokkai do.   i n Japan i n 2003.  He’ l l  be i n Ni i gat a- ken,  

wor ki ng as a muni c i pal  ALT.      
" A man t r avel s t he wor l d over  i n sear ch  “ I f  you go out s i de,  make sur e  
of  what  he needs and r et ur ns home t o   you’ r e wear i ng pant s. ”  
f i nd i t "  -  Geor ge Moor e      ( Japanese pr over b)       
   
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ewan Mor r i s         Andr ew Hi ne 
…has never  l i ved i n Japan bef or e.    …st udi ed f or  a year  at  t he  
He’ l l  be i n Fukushi ma- ken as an ALT wi t h  Fukuoka Uni ver s i t y  of  Educat i on,  
t he Boar d of   Educat i on.       He’ l l  be i n Oi t a- ken,  wor ki ng as a CI R,  
He’ l l  be t eachi ng most l y at  el ement ar y   t eachi ng Engl i sh,  or gani s i ng some  
and j uni or  hi gh school s,  and possi bl y   mul t i cul t ur al  event s,  and maybe even 
some seni or  hi gh school s and     hel pi ng out  wi t h t he f i shi ng i f  
adul t  educat i on.         r equi r ed!  
“ Wakarimasen!”         “ Ittekimasu!”  
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Wong         Ri char d Shumack 
…di d a school  t our  f or  t wo weeks i n 1997.  …has never  l i ved or  wor ked i n Japan.  
She’ l l  be i n Kanagawa- ken,  wor ki ng i n a  He’ l l  be l i v i ng i n Sai t ama- ken,  
j uni or  hi gh  school  and an el ement ar y   wor ki ng i n var i ous school s.  
school .  She’ l l  al so be t eachi ng    “ Show me a sane man and I ’ l l  cur e 
an adul t  c l ass one ni ght  a week.     hi m f or  you. ”  
“ To al l  t he JETs ( past  and pr esent )  and  
JET or gani ser s t hat  I  have met  so f ar :   
o-aidekite ureshii desu.  ( I  t hi nk 
t hat ’ s  how you say i t  i n Japanese! ) ! ”  
 
     

Nihon,  her e I  come!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
Hel en Newman         Al exandr a Bur ke 
Thi s wi l l  be Hel en’ s f i r s t  v i s i t  t o Japan.  …wi l l  be an ALT i n Gi f u- ken,  Honshu.  Her  
She’ l l  be an ALT f or  a seni or  hi gh school   husband and t wo daught er s ar e al so 
i n Fukuoka- ken,  Kyushu.       goi ng over  t o l i ve.  
“ I  wi l l  mi ss my dog Angus,  but  hopef ul l y   
my husband wi l l  t ake car e of  hi m! ”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mi l ena Badger         Mar k Keenan 
…wi l l  be t eachi ng i n a coupl e of     …i sn’ t  sur e yet  wher e he’ l l  
seni or  hi gh school s i n Mi e- ken.     be l i v i ng or  what  exact l y   
“ Ready or  not …”         he’ l l  be doi ng… 
           “ Thi s wi l l  be AWESOME” .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samuel  Wi l son 
…wi l l  be l i v i ng i n Hokkai do.  
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And a phot o f r om t he JET  
f ar ewel l  di nner  at  Zef f i r el l i ’ s… 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~ ONSEN MAGI C ~ 

 
Cont r i but ed by 

Geor gi a Wemyss- Jul i an 
CI R and Pr ef ect ur al  Advi sor  

Saga- ken,  2002–03 
 

For  cent ur i es,  t he Japanese have embr aced hot  spr i ngs as a par t  of  t hei r  cul t ur e.  
Hot  spr i ngs ( onsen)  wer e consi der ed much mor e t han r el axi ng,  t her e wer e sai d t o be 
heal i ng pr oper t i es i n t he t her mal  spr i ng wat er .  As t i me has gone by,  hot  spr i ngs  
have become mor e and mor e popul ar ,  and many l ar ge compl exes have been bui l t  f or  t he 
domest i c t our i st  mar ket .  
 
Under  t he 1948 Hot  Spr i ng Law ( Onsen Hou) ,  t he Japanese Gover nment  onl y r ecogni ses 
hot  spr i ngs as onsens i f  t hey ar e of  cer t ai n t emper at ur es and mi ner al  cont ent s.  I n 
1990 t her e wer e 2300 hot  spr i ngs i n t hi s cat egor y.   Si nce 1954 t he Mi ni st r y of  Heal t h 
and Wel f ar e has r ecogni sed 64 onsens as capabl e of  pr ovi di ng medi cal  t r eat ment .  
 

A hot  spr i ng,  as def i ned by t he Hot  Spr i ng Law,  
i s  ‘ hot  wat er , mi ner al  wat er ,  wat er  vapour  and 
ot her  gases ( except  nat ur al  gas cont ai ni ng 
hydr ocar bons as t hei r  mai n el ement )  t hat   
i ssue f r om t he gr ound wi t h a t emper at ur e i n 
excess of  25 degr ees,  or  t hat  cont ai n mor e t han 
t he pr escr i bed amount  of  desi gnat ed 
subst ances.  Nor t her n and nor t h- west er n Kyushu
ar e f amous i n Japan f or  t he qual i t y  of  t hei r  
onsens.  Her e ar e a f ew exampl es I  exper i enced

         i n Saga- ken when I  was t her e wi t h 
         my husband on t he JET Pr ogr am i n 2002.  
 
URESHI NO ONSEN ( Ur eshi no t own,  Saga- ken)  
Ur eshi no spr ung up dur i ng t he Edo per i od ( 1600–1868)  as an onsen r esor t ,  on t he 
Nagasaki  t o Fukuoka Hi ghway of  t he t i me.  Ur eshi no i s  pr oud of  t hei r  onsen t hat  pr ovi des 
l ar ge quant i t i es of  ver y hot  wat er .  I t  i s sai d t hat  once you t ouch t he spr i ng wat er  
you cannot  l eave Ur eshi no.  The t emper at ur e of  t he wat er  i s  bet ween 47–96 degr ees.  
I t  has sodi um bi car bonat e and t r ace compounds i n i t .  I  t hought  t hat  i t  f el t  r eal l y  
sof t  and s i l ky t o t he t ouch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
TAKEO ONSEN ( Takeo t own,  Saga- ken)  
The ‘ Feel  l i ke an Emper or ’  onsen.  Takeo onsen was 
di scover ed bef or e 1600.  The publ i c  bat h was once 
owned and pr ovi ded by t he Feudal  Lor d of  Saga- Han.  
I n t he Mei j i  er a,  t he onsen became pr i vat el y owned 
( t he l ucky devi l s ! ) .  The spr i ng wat er  t emper at ur e  
i s  bet ween 18–52 degr ees.  We vi s i t ed a " Fami l y Room"  
at  Takeo and had our  own pr i vat e onsen bat h.  Boy i t  
was HOT HOT HOT!  The wat er  i s  s l i ght l y  al kal i ne 
and spar kl i ng c l ear .  Takeo onsen i s wel l  r enowned 
f or  heal i ng f at i gue.  
 
 
FURUYU ONSEN ( Fuj i  t own,  Saga- ken)  
Fur uyu Onsen i s s i t uat ed besi de t he Kase Ri ver .  Thi s onsen was di scover ed 2100 year s  
ago by t he Jof uku ( t he r i ght - hand man)  of  t he Chi nese Emper or  of  t he t i me.  The spr i ng 
i s  c l ear  wi t h no smel l  or  t ast e.  The t emper at ur e r anges bet ween 34–43 degr ees,  whi ch 
i s  qui t e l ow when compar ed wi t h ot her  onsens.  The qual i t y  of  t he wat er  i s  sai d t o 
hel p ar t hr i t i s .  
 
 
TOSHOKA ONSEN ( Kumanokawa vi l l age,  Saga- ken)  
By f ar  my f avour i t e onsen f or  i t s  quai nt  at mospher e,  i nt i macy,  pr i vacy and out door  
beaut y,  t hi s onsen i s al so on t he Kase Ri ver  not  f ar  f r om Fur uyu and has t he same 
wat er s.  The best  t i me ( i n my opi ni on)  t o go t o an onsen i s when you ar e s i t t i ng i n 
your  l i t t l e apaat o f r eezi ng your  socks of f .  Go s i t  i n t he l uxur i ous wat er s f or  an 
hour  and you' l l  be war m f or  t he r est  of  t he day!  
 
THE LONG AND SHORT OF I T… 
Saga- ken has some f ant ast i c  onsens t o exper i ence and bei ng par t  of  Kyushu i t  i s  a 
gr eat  way t o exper i ence t he Kyushu ONSEN MEGURI !  

 

 You know you have been i n Japan t oo l ong when…
 

You t hi nk i t ’ s  wei r d when you have a dr eam i n Engl i sh.  
 

When gi ven t he choi ce bet ween a f or k and chopst i cks,  you NEED chopst i cks.
 

When you' r e " pr et t y sur e"  Engl i sh i s  your  f i r s t  l anguage.  
 

When you st ar t  t hi nk i ng,  " Ah Gai j i n! "  when you see a f or ei gner  you don' t  
know.  

 
When you st ar t  eat i ng spaghet t i  j ust  l i ke r amen or  udon.  

 
You ar e di sappoi nt ed i f  a package doesn' t  have an ' easy open'  s l i t .  

 
When you go i nt o t he " r ef l esh"  r oom t o make an oi shi i  cup of  ocha.  

 
When you use t he f l ushi ng sound t o cover  t he noi se of  your  pee.  

 
You ar e appr eci at i ve of  t he ear l y Sunday mor ni ng l oudspeaker  adver t i s i ng 

dr i v i ng t hr ough t he st r eet s.  



    

 
 

 
NEXT JETAA COMMI TTEE MEETI NG 

13 August ,  Geor gi a’ s house ( Char nwood)  
 

WATTLE DAY 
3 Sept ember  

 
HANAMI  

Mi d- Oct ober  ( when t he f l ower s bl oom! )  
 

AJS–JETAA SOFTBALL COMPETI TI ON 
15 Oct ober  

 
EMBASSY OF JAPAN I N CANBERRA FI LM FESTI VAL 

17–19 Oct ober  
 

CANBERRA- NARA CANDLE FESTI VAL 
22 Oct ober  

 
AUSTRALI A & NEW ZEALAND JETAA REGI ONAL CONFERENCE 

22–23 Oct ober  
 

…and keep an eye out  f or :  
RETURNI NG JETs WELCOME HOME FUNCTI ON 

Dat e and venue TBA 
 

AJS ANNUAL DI NNER 
27 August  

 


