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[nftroauction from our new President..

M nasan, yoroshi ku onegai shi nasu!

I" mLucy Shields, JETAA Presi dent for 2005-06. |'dlike totakethis opportunity
to thank Roderick and his comrittee for all their hard work over the | ast year ..
and recogni se the new committee (introduced in the foll owi ng pages).
I"mvery excited about the prospects for the year ahead—eur first year as JETAA
Canberra I nc! Incorporation neans that for the first time we are |liable only
for the anount of noney held in the JETAA bank account, rather than being |iable
as individuals. That neans that we can now partici pate under our own banner in
communi ty event s such as t he Canberra—Nara Candl e Festival and the Mul ti cul tural
Festival. | | ook forward to seeing everyone out in force to support us at our
i naugural Candl e Festival stall on 22 Cctober!

We have just farewel |l ed the 2005 cohort of JETs. I|tterashai nase everyone and
I hope you' re having a wonderful tinme! This year’s group consisted of 10 ALTs
and one CIR

M | ena M e-ken

Al exandra & fanmly G fu-ken

Ewan Fukushi ma- ken
Hel en Fukuoka- ken
Ri chard Sai t ama- ken
Evan Ni i gat a- ken
Sanuel Hokkai do
Joanne Kagawa- ken

Ti not hy Hokkai do
Andrew (CIR) O ta-ken

Mar k sonmewhere i n Japan!

Thanks to all who were at the farewell dinner to see these guys off and share
their JET insights. A great night was had by all-see the pics later in the
newsl et ter!

Pl ease keep i n touch t hroughout the year—you can contact ne or any ot her nmenber
of the conmmttee via president @anberra.jetaacanberra.org

Ja na,
Lucy yori
Cl R, Kagawa- ken 2001-03

THE DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS
1st NOVEMBER

Please send articles, photos and anything else that would work well in the newsletter
to president@canberra.jetalumni.org by 1 November. Don’t forget to include
“Newsletter” in the subject title. Yoroshiku ne!
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A new-=look JETAA Committee..,

VI CE- PRESI DENT/ SECRETARY —
Ceorgi a Wenyss-Julian

I was a Ken-ClI R/ Prefectural Advisor,
the only English-speaking CIRin ny
Pref ecture of Saga (j ust bel owFukuoka)
and was on the Programduring 2002-03
wi th ny husband Daniel (an ALT).
Returningto Australial wasin Tracy’s
shoes, the national JET Program
Coor di nat or at t he Enbassy of Japan f or
12 nmonths. | am now working for the
Governor-CGeneral out at Governnent
House on the beautiful shores of Lake
Burley Griffin. The GGis nice, sois
Ms Jeffery, but they don't tolerate

stuff-ups
(somet hi ng whi ch I amexceedi ngly good
at). | got to neet Prince Charles,

Prince Frederick and Pri ncess Mary, and
the Sultan of Brunei just recently
(yes, | shared the sane air as thenl |
will let you stand next to ne and
shake ny hand...).

NEWSLETTER EDI TOR — Julia M nty

"mnewto JETAA, and actual |y haven't
been on the JET programat all ..but |
studi ed on exchange at Hitotsubashi
University in 2002, and went back to
Japan (just for fun!) in 2003. |'m
headi ng back t o Japan i n August for the
worl d orienteering chanpionships in
Ai chi -ken — not conpeting, but in the
role of assi st ant manager/t eamr
transl ator.
|’ma Canberra girl, and amcurrently
wor ki ng at the Departnment of Finance.

ORI ENTATI ON COORDI NATCR —

Jenny Fi el den

" m Canberra born and bred, and now
wor ki ng at the Departnent of

| mmi gration..and don't

tal k to me about what's inthe nedia,
| don't want to know !

I was a CIR in 2000-02 in

M namat a- shi, Kumanot o- ken, Kyushu
(think nercury

Poi soni ng..). |’ mhoping to go back to
Japantowork | ater this year - sofar
it's atripto

Eur ope i n August with a stop i n Japan
on the way hone, but if all goes well
wi t h j ob-hunting, the stop may be for
a year or sol!

TREASURER — Murray Wodf ord

I was a JET from 1999-2002, working as
an ALT i n Mur ot o- cho, Kochi -ken. | taught
Engl i sh at seven juni or hi gh school s and
11 primary schools as well as adult
conversation classes and occasional
hi gh school and ki ndergarten visits. |
also helped out the in the Miroto
City-Port Lincoln Friendship Gty
Conmittee acting as guide/interpreter
and preparing Japanese students and

their chaperones for honestays in
Australia.

Kochi provi ded sone excel | ent
opportunities to | earn about

traditional «culture, participate in
out door activities, enjoy great onsens
any many | ocal festivals.

I"’m now working at the Departnent of
Fi nance.

WEBVASTER — Tracy Lam

Li ke Julia, | wasn't on the JET Progran
ei ther....noshiwakenai, shitsurei,
nei wakukakeshi masu, etc, etc... | guess

I'"'ma Monbusho Schol arship alumi (?),
but since there's no official MnbuAA
here I am!! I"moriginally from
Sydney, spent seven years i n Japan doi ng
a couple of degrees and was nostly in
Kobe (the best city inJapan!!!) and Tokyo
(a nation unto itself). | got

back in April 2004 and noved to Canberra
i n October. | mnowwor ki ng at t he Enbassy
as a break (shhhh!), and t o work out what
I["mdoingwithny life!ll (Seven years in
Japan can really disorient!)

Hope to neet you all soon!!

SOCI AL COORDI NATOR — Christie Harvey

| first visited Japan on a 2-week school
tripin 1997 and returned as a JET in
M t ake-cho, G fu-Ken in 2003-04. | was
an ALT at three junior high schools and
four el enentary schools. | had areally
rewar di ng year, and as well as getting
t o see heaps of Japan. | alsolearnt tea
cerenony and ikebana with a group of
[ ocal wonen.

I"moriginally fromMel bourne and have
been i n Canberra since February. | now
teach ESL at t he Secondary | ntroductory
English Centre at Dickson College,
whi ch is ny absolute dreamjob. | plan
on sticking around Canberra for awhile
but definitelywant tovisit Japanagain
inthe next year or so. Hope to see you
at some of our events this year!



JETAA International Conference

The JETAA Western Japan Chapter hosted 50 country and chapter representatives from
around the worl d at the 2005 JETAA I nternational (JETAAl) Conference, held on 11-15
June in Nagoya and Kobe.

This was the [ ast International Conference for awhil e—the next one is schedul ed for
2010 in Japan. In the nmeanwhil e, JETAAlI Executive Committee Meetings (attended by
countryrepsonly) will continuetobeheldannually, andchaptersw || be kept i nforned
of activities through their country rep (ours is Brendon Lutwche, fromQueensl and).

Much di scussi on was hel d ont he fut ure of JETAAand on howt o pronotet he JETAAl * brand’ .
Suggestions included an annual report, an international happi coat with the JETAAI
sakura enblemon it, a brochure and certificate for ex-JETs expl aining the progran
and our marketability to enpl oyers. A focus of the conference was that Chapters wl|l
have to increasingly self-fund, so discussion also centred around how to nmake the
nost of sponsorship.

The devel opnment of the Content Managenent System (CMS)—the newinternational nenmber
dat abase—has been of concern to the Canberra Chapter and we were initially opposed
toits devel opment. Devel opnent has proceeded, al though thereis not yet atest systen
running. | took the opportunity to reiterate our privacy and security concerns about
the systemand the CMS Teamis being very careful about the sensitive nature of the

personal information to be held on system Wile data will be initially downl oaded
fromthe CLAI R dat abase of past JETs, only your nane will be visible to other users.
Menberswill initially beregisteredas ‘donot contact ne’, and upon | oggi ng on you’ ||

have t he option to change that setting to remain invisible, open contact to specific
peopl e or organi sations (ie. your chapter President!), or ‘only contact me through
my Chapter rep’. I'lIl keep you posted of devel opnents, but in the neantime, please
don't hesitate to get in touch with ne to let me know of any concerns or queries
(president @anberra.jetal ummi.org).

Inclosing, it really was aonceinalifetinme opportunity to nmeet |ike-m nded peopl e
fromaround the worl d and di scuss i deas for our individual Chapters and for the future
di rection of JETAAI .not tonentionvisitingtheAi chi WrldExpo! Thanks JETAA Canberra
for the opportunity!

To view conference nmaterial on the JETAAI website go to:
http://ww. jetal umi.org/index. php?opti on=com cont ent & ask=vi ew& d=38&It em d=2

Nat sukashii for JET life.internationalization
activity with local high school kids and Kobe
Ear t hauake Museum vol unt eers




The new JETs recently departed for Japan. Here's a fewwords fromeach of them i ncl uding

a “departing quote”.

Ti m Mcl ner ny

..has never lived in Japan before.
He' Il be an ALT in Sapporo,

"A man travels the world over
of what he needs and returns hone to
find it" - George Moore

Ewan Morri s

.has never lived in Japan before.

He' || be in Fukushima-ken as an ALT with
t he Board of Education

He’' Il be teaching nostly at el enentary
and junior high schools,
sone seni or high schools and
adult educati on.

“Wakari masen!”

Joanne Wng

.did a school tour for
She’ || be in Kanagawa- ken
j uni or high school

school . She’l

Hokkai do.

in search

and possibly

two weeks in 1997.
working in a
and an el enmentary

al so be teaching

an adult class one night a week.

“To all the JETs (past and present) and
JET organisers that
0- ai dekite ureshi
that’s how you say it

have nmet so far:

in Japanese!)!”

come!

Evan Terry-Wyte

..had an all-too-brief holiday
inJapanin 2003. He' Il bein Niigata-ken,
wor ki ng as a nunici pal ALT.

“If you go outside, nmake sure

you're wearing pants.”

(Japanese proverb)

Andr ew Hi ne I
.studied for a year at the

Fukuoka University of Education, I
He'll be in Ota-ken, working as a CI R
teachi ng English, organising sone I
mul ticultural events, and nmaybe even

hel ping out with the fishing if

required! I
“lttekimsu!”

Ri chard Shumack

..has never lived or worked in Japan.
He' Il be living in Saitana-ken
wor ki ng in various school s.

“Show ne a sane man and |I’I| cure
him for you.”




Hel en Newman

This will be Helen's first visit to Japan
She’ Il be an ALT for a senior high schoo
i n Fukuoka-ken, Kyushu.

“I' will miss nmy dog Angus, but hopefully
my husband will take care of him”

M | ena Badger

.will be teaching in a couple of
seni or high schools in M e-ken
“Ready or not ..

W son
be living in Hokkai do.

Sanuel
il

Al exandr a Burke

.will beanALTin G fu-ken, Honshu. Her
husband and two daughters are al so
goi ng over to live.

Mar k Keenan

.lsn’t sure yet where he’l
be living or what exactly
he’ Il be doing...

“This will be AWESOWE’

And a photo fromthe JET
farewel | dinner at Zeffirelli’s...




Blits'n'pieces

~ ONSEN MAG C ~

Contri buted by
Georgi a Wenyss-Julian
CIR and Prefectural Advisor
Saga- ken, 2002-03

For centuries, the Japanese have enbraced hot springs as a part of their culture.
Hot springs (onsen) were consi dered nuch nore than rel axi ng, there were said to be
heal i ng properties in the thermal spring water. As tinme has gone by, hot springs
have becone nore and nore popul ar, and nmany | arge conpl exes have been built for the
donestic tourist market.

Under the 1948 Hot Spring Law (Onsen Hou), the Japanese Governnent only recogni ses
hot springs as onsens if they are of certain tenperatures and m neral contents. In
1990 t here were 2300 hot springsinthis category. Since 1954 the Mnistry of Health
and Wel fare has recogni sed 64 onsens as capable of providing nedical treatnent.

A hot spring, as defined by the Hot Spring Law,
is ‘hot water, m neral water, water vapour and
ot her gases (except natural gas containing
hydrocarbons as their nmain el enment) that
issue fromthe ground with a tenperature in
excess of 25 degrees, or that contain norethan
the prescribed anpbunt of designated

subst ances. Northern and north-western Kyushu
are fanmous in Japan for the quality of their
onsens. Here are a few exanples | experienced
in Saga-ken when | was there with

my husband on the JET Programin 2002.

URESHI NO ONSEN ( Ureshi no town, Saga-ken)

Ureshino sprung up during the Edo period (1600-1868) as an onsen resort, on the
Nagasaki t o Fukuoka Hi ghway of thetine. Ureshinois proudof their onsenthat provides
| arge quantities of very hot water. It is said that once you touch the spring water
you cannot | eave Ureshino. The tenperature of the water is between 47-96 degr ees.
It has sodi umbi carbonate and trace conpounds init. | thought that it felt really
soft and silky to the touch.




TAKEO ONSEN (Takeo town, Saga- ken)

The ‘Feel like an Enperor’ onsen. Takeo onsen was
di scovered before 1600. The public bath was once
owned and provided by the Feudal Lord of Saga-Han.
In the Meiji era, the onsen becane privately owned
(the lucky devils!). The spring water tenperature
is between 18-52 degrees. W visited a "Fanily Roont
at Takeo and had our own private onsen bath. Boy it
was HOT HOT HOT! The water is slightly al kaline
and sparkling clear. Takeo onsen is well renowned
for healing fatigue.

FURUYU ONSEN (Fuji town, Saga-ken)

Furuyu Onsen i s situated beside the Kase Ri ver. Thi s onsen was di scovered 2100 years
ago by t he Jof uku (the right-hand man) of t he Chi nese Enperor of the time. The spring
isclear with nosnmell or taste. The tenperature ranges bet ween 34-43 degrees, which
is quite | ow when conmpared with ot her onsens. The quality of the water is said to
help arthritis.

TOSHOKA ONSEN ( Kumanokawa vi |l | age, Saga- ken)

By far my favourite onsen for its quaint atnmosphere, intimacy, privacy and out door
beauty, this onsen is also on the Kase River not far from Furuyu and has the sane
wat ers. The best tinme (in my opinion) to go to an onsen i s when you are sitting in
your little apaato freezing your socks off. Go sit in the luxurious waters for an
hour and you'll be warmfor the rest of the day!

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT...
Saga- ken has sone fantastic onsens to experience and being part of Kyushu it is a
great way to experience the Kyushu ONSEN MEGURI
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YOou Know you have been I n Japan too | ong when..
You think it’s weird when you have a dreamin English
When gi ven the choi ce between a fork and chopsti cks, you NEED chopsti cks.
VWhen you're "pretty sure" English is your first |anguage.

When you start thinking, "Ah Gaijin!" when you see a foreigner you don't
know.

When you start eating spaghetti just |like ramen or udon
You are disappointed if a package doesn't have an 'easy open' slit.
When you go into the "reflesh” roomto make an oishii cup of ocha.
When you use the flushing sound to cover the noise of your pee.

You are appreciative of the early Sunday norning | oudspeaker adverti sing
driving through the streets.




Upcoming events

NEXT JETAA COWM TTEE MEETI NG
13 August, Georgi a's house (Char nwood)

WATTLE DAY
3 Sept enber

HANAM
M d- Cct ober (when the flowers bl oonl)

AJS-JETAA SOFTBALL COVPETI Tl ON
15 Cct ober

EMBASSY OF JAPAN | N CANBERRA FI LM FESTI VAL
17-19 Cct ober

CANBERRA- NARA CANDLE FESTI VAL
22 Cctober

AUSTRALI A & NEW ZEALAND JETAA REG ONAL CONFERENCE
22-23 Cctober

..and keep an eye out for:
RETURNI NG JETs WELCOVE HOVE FUNCTI ON
Dat e and venue TBA

AJS ANNUAL DI NNER
27 August




